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Britain, France, Spain, Austria, Prussia, Germany, the United States, and others -constituted a multipolar
international system within Western civilization and interacted, competed, and fought wars with each other.
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There is an American civilization, to be sure, but it embraces the whole hemisphere and, if viewed from Mars,
might most succinctly be defined as a distinctive project of modernity consisting in the attempt to develop
liberal republics in acutely racialised societies.
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define what signifies civilization. For the most part, &€cecivilizationa€s is used to describe societies that are
urbanized and hierarchical. The word civilization comes from the Latin word civilis, meaning a€cecitizen,a€-
and implies membership in a state with a government or some other sort of ruling authority. In the next few
units, when we
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the United States, we will focus on settler dei—e nitions of civilization in the expanding frontier region of

Georgia and the &€ceNew South&€e (Ken- tucky, Missouri, Tennessee, Arkansas, Alabama, Mississippi,
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